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SUMMARY

The Kazakh SSR still claims a great deal of official attentlon in regard to
ideological purity. Unsatisfactory progress in politiecal education, inadequate
encouragement; of soeialist competition and unwillingness to pramote criticism and
gelf-criticism are highlighted in Party activities. Most of the regional trans-
mitters are still harping on the inefficiency of the livestock industry and the
inept utilization of machinery as the two major bottlenecks of agriculture. ‘
Frequent references are made to squandering pnd pilfering in the collective farms.
Information on industry 1s fragmentary and diffuse in character. \
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IDEOLOGICAL ANIIRD

[ :
Kazakh Perty Uornoresgs Republic's Yealnesses Revealed: The ':-cionomic )olitical ‘and
ideclogical wcwimesses of Kazakh SSR, frequeatly aired on the Alma Ata radio, were . o
again brought o public attention 2t the Fifth Congress of thquazkh: Communist Party.
Reviewing the Hepublic's progress since the previcus Party Congress,; Central. Committee
Se:retary Shaykhmetov admits numerous shortcomings in the Kauakh economy ibut the:
br.nt of his atteck is directed against the chinks in the Repuiblie's; ideclogical and:
pelitical armexr. MHis report summarizes the weaknesses which the regi . 'radio and - -
press have beer highlighting for a long time. ‘ S . L

Shoyukhmetov bemoans the “great deal of waste" of livestockiand the
"considerabic inscez" sustained through the death of all kinds of stockiof iwhich, he i
says, "we have many proofs" (u nas mnogo dokazatelstv). Arother malpr'vlc;ﬁicé,‘;accozfding
to the report, is the illegal squandering of livestcck “for sorcalled’inner-kolkhoz' =
needs" (dliz ta): nasyvayemykh vnutri-kolkhoznykh nughd) which, in the.‘Soviet vernmacular,
is another way c<f referring to excessive consumption. All this is said to- have
resulted in the fect that ''mo part" of the 3-year livestock development .plan-has been
relfilled. MNeither does the speaker leave any doubt as to the|causeof ‘the ‘troub,];eﬂ«j_\\i

Agriculture:

[t is necessary to admit and to stress strongly that serious svtort‘
cominze an! errors have been permitted in livestock ireeding mainly-
by the Central Committee of the Kazakh Conmunist Party, the Council’’
of Ministers of the Kazakh SSR and the Republic's }.'Liniste:rs of SRR
Agriculture and Sovkhozes. oo

These bodies are ulsc blamed for the failure of the grain and cotton-delivery plan. ', .
The shortcomings of the cotton industry in particular are revepled to be of a chronic-

nature: "we still rail year in and year out to meet our obligations fo
of cotton...." The planned harvest yields in the sugar beet industry h
materialized in Dzhambul, Alma Ata and Taldy Kurgen and other oblasts
ahead. ‘ :

The sovkhoze:s, or state farms, which are owned an:i operated by the Government and
subject to siricter state control than the kolkhozes, are nou aoing ‘soiwell either, -
according to Shayakhmetov. They are "not rulfilling" the 3-year livest development
plan for lon;-horncd cattle, sheep and poultry. The productivity of ‘the:stock - ..
lovit and the raising of off{'spring is unsatisfac"bory in the: state
farms. ».r to succumb to the same temptutions as their sisterikolkhozes.
"In many covkhozes, finances are not in order and the wasting of Gove

well as livestock and produce still occurs." : S

| .
The unremitting drive for enlarged collective farms (u}:rupnenn‘ie kolkl
cussed in previous CPW reports, does not get much publicity cjr.f “the S
in the press, but there are infrequent references tc it. Shayakhmeto
merging of small ccllective farms as "the most important eventl in th
kolkhoz econcuiy." According to data on hand, he says, 5558 small farms:
merged into 2047 lorger units, bringing the total number of the Republ
down to 3220. The average collective farm consisted of 91 individual
to the merger; its present size is equivalent to 186 individual hold s

T

ings prior

o
Squandering nnd waste, it is revealed, are not confined to agriculture alone,. Goversi-
ment funds have beun known to disappear from the banks and the internal Trevenue: ,;?‘7 i
organizations (nalcgoviy apparat). The heads of various enterprises a 1l as tie -
budget authcrities are suid to resort to the shameful (pozorniy) ‘practice of issuing
funds as "stote advances" (gosudarstvennie zadatki) for the sole purpose. of Irovering .
up the defizits" incurred by their own mismanagement. The poo:r selection. ard in-
adequate education of cadres in banks and financial institutions,~adys; the report,
has resulfed in the waste anu theft (pokhishchenie) of Govern;ﬁent finug ’ :

Financial mismanagement and faulty distribution of ccnsumers' goods § ‘
ascribed alsc to the Republic's retail trading organizations.: | The Kazakh Ministry ' &
of Trade, including Minister Zafargaliev, says Shayekhmetov, do not  take vpro- = °
found interest! in the consumer and his needs. Much of the consumers'! goods is

said to be of substandard quality and limited assortment. And what is.worse, the - -
wrong planning on the part of the Trade Ministry results in the excest accumulation
of goods in one place and inadequate accumulation in another.f\ s Coaho s e
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Continued Ideologicc: vealmesses: Shayakhmetov's references to matters of ideology are
mcre poignunt. The .ravity of the situation is implicitly stressed ir his exhertation
to tee the iine. The treatment of Kazakh history, literature, language and arts 1s
gtil). baclkwar i, 2..¢ "it is imperative 1o eliminate (this buckwardness) in the shortest
possible time...." The Kazakh Union of 3 viet Writers as well us many individual

writers ani artists are belabored for their insufiicient vijgiiznce and the tendency to
wander off intc ahstracticns which are "by their very natire’ beurgeois-nationalist.
Redefining their duties as {a) keeping in close touch with current life and (b) develop-
ing mcre criticisim and self~criticism, the Secretary hints that both precepts have

been largely neplected and that the "real principled Bolshevil criticism has been
replaced by ‘riendly relations and mutual praise." Kazakh artists, poets and composers
are taken o wask for their failure to produce anything worthwhile based on current
events. What ihey produce is insufficiert in quantity and ideolcgically perverse:

They distori Soviet reality and attribute backward morals and customs
to the Soviet people. As for plays and operas on historical themes,
some of them are ideologically perverse and need radical rewriting.

Russian version:

V nikh iskazhayetsia nasha sovetskaya deystvitelnc:zt. Sovetskim
lyudiam pripisyvayutsia otstalie morali i cbychai. <Chto kasayetsia
pyes i oper na istoricheskie temi, to nekotorie iz nikh ideino
porochnie i uuzhdayutsia v korennoi pererabotke.

The treatment of the problem of lingiistics and the work of the Kazakh {ilm industry
are "utterly unsatisfactory" (kraine neudovletvoritelno). "Hot a single artistic film
about Soviet Kezakhstan has beern produced in the past three years." The failings in
linguistics (yasykcvedenie) are all the more serious since they alfect the study of the
Russian language which is admittedly unsuccessful: '"one of the chiel shortcomings of
educational work in the schools is the low level of R:ssian language teaching." This
deficiency iz a brake on the cultural development of the Kazakh youth and prevents the
fusion (priokshchenie) of Kazakbh culture with the "rich treasures of progressive
Russian literature.®

It is the task of the Party organizations anc the educaticnal authorities
to overcome this serious defect 2s scon as possible, bearing in mind

that it is not possible to ve a literute, progressive and cultured person
without *he lmowledge cf Russian.

Russian version:

Zadachi parti:mikn organizatsiy i organov narodnigo obrazovania
zaklyuchayutsia ¢ tom, chtoby kak mozhno skoreye preodolet etot
seryozniy nedostatok, imeya v vidu chto nelzya byt gramotnym, peredovym '
i vsestoronne km:lturnyT chelcvekom ne znaya russkogo yazyka.

The primacy and achievements of the Russians are suid to be '"poorly expounded' because
of the inadequate politiczl education of the professors, insitructors and college
students. The Marxism-Leninism Department of the Kazakh University is blamed for

its policy of non-interference (politika névmeshatelstva) in matters of ideclogy.

It did nothing %o expose (ruzoblachit) the bourgeois-nationalist distortions of
historian Bet Liakhanov and others. There is no elaboration on the nature of these
distortions except a passing reference to the work of the Institute of Kazakh Party
History where "serious shortcomings and mistakes" are still in evidence.

(Of come interest is Shayakhmetov's ineidental reference to an unsigned PRAVDA article
"For a Marxzist-lLeninist Illumination of the Questions of the History of Kazakhstan"
published some time ago (nct broadcast). That article "not only revealed" the gross
ideological distortions in Kazakh science but also alerted the Republican Party

to the existing danger. The [irst Kazakh reaction to PRAVDA's criticism was the
calling of a plenary session of the Central Committee of the Kazalh Communist Party
early last October. /See CP¥W report for that period./ The sericusness of the
charges and counter -charges involving the Central Committee secretaries and other
high officials of the Republic may have brought about or at least hastened the
assembly of the present Party Congress. )

CONFIDENTIAL

CORFIBENTIAL

Approved For Release 2003/10/01 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500740018-8

~ . L Iy

————



Approved For Release 2003/10/01 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500740018-8

CORFIDENTIAL 251

CONFIDENT IAL
-3 -

The Serret.ry 15 ramarkably irank in his review ot the naticnalist tendencies in
Kazskhstan., The situauion, he hints, has assumed sinister proportions since the
npattonalists!” have abandoned their open methods in favor of covert activities. The
ufL1l politiczl ingportance' of this, he declares, must be explained unew to every
primory Party crgenizaticn, every Communist and nonparty member, {or "there is no
Gther wuy of ccunterzeting the manifestations of bourgeois nationalism." The chief
objeotl of Zhayokhmetov’'s Jiatribe, however, is isolationism.

There are ro such nationalists who now speak openly against the
friendohip ot peoples Nationalism manilests itself in «iiferent ways
ncw., Tt iz expressed in the striving for aloofness and retiring

into the shell of national frontiers... by leaving contemporary
reality for the distant past and by exciting admiration for that

past “rom other than a Marxist-Leninist standpoint.

Rugsian version:

seyches net takikh natsionalistov kotorie by otkryto vystupali
protiv Jrushby narodov. Natsionazlizm teper proyavlyaet sebia
po-inomu.  On vyrazhayetsia v stremlenii obosobitsia i
samimutsia v oramkakh natsionalnol pogranichnosti... v ukhode
ot sovremenncsti v dalyokoye proshloye, v voskhisichenii etoge
proshloge ne = marksistko-leninskikh pozitsiy.

A dark hint at the possible consequences of such a policy is also contained in the
report  Greater vigilance is urged against the "least manifestaiion' of Lourgeois
nationalism aad cimilar ideological deviations. "Unless wanifestions of nuticnalisn
ave oiscovered in pood time, they can do great harm... to the frieadship of pecples
of the UGSR." (Esli vo-vremia ne raspoznat proyavlenia natsicnaliczua, to on mozhet
nunesti bolohei vred... druzhbe narcdov Soyuza 3SR.) References to Party parpes are,
in fact, implicit in the speakeris strietures about the Central Committee's raingling
job in the zelecion of Party cadres. These shortcomings, it is revealed, are due
alzc +o the constantly changing compositicn of the leading Communisl crganizations
", becauss o large percentage of workers have been dismissed or releused from theixr
positions. .. for hoving compromised themselves.!

Kazakn Pariyv: Siyong Numericaily and Weals Politically.

The memberzhip cf *re lazakh Communist Party as of 1 November 1951, is riven s
229,793 includirg 31,708 candidates. (26§ of the Party membership consists of
workers, 287, of peasants and 46% of office workers and others.) This, according to
Snayaxhmetov iz satlsfactory progress. The political qualificaticns of many o the
Farty memuer: ani their behavior, however, leuve much to be desired. "Unworthy
behavior," “hredicing away from the Party organization" and "abuse o1l official
position" are 411l characteristic of many individual Communists. Manifestations cf
insubcordinaticn, religion and bourgeois-nationalist tendencies are evident among

the Komsomols who rnow number 396,383.

Inferior Status of Women Criticized: The "feudal survivals" repeatedly alluded %o in
the report apply porticularly to the treatment of women who are still kept out of
public lafe osd hueiliated.  Kazalkh women and girls are prevented from hclding
lezding positionc in the Party, Soviet, economic and trade unicn organizations and
little ettenticn ic paid to their educaticn. Severe punishment is demanded for those
who persist in vigamy, marriage of minors and the .ebauchery of women in general:

c.o.in seme ollasts, particularly in South Kazakhstun, Kzyl Orda and Dzhambul
oblasts, there are sbLill disgraceful manifestations of old feudal survivals
such as bigamy and the marriage of minors.... A more intensive struggle
must be waged against the survival of the feudal system in regard to

women, with zcvere punizhment for those who debase the honor and 1ignity

of Soviel women.

Russian version:

...v nekotorvih oblastiakh, i osobenno v Yuzhno Kazakhstanskoy, Kzyl
Ordinzkoy, Dzhambulzkoy oblastiakh, yeshehe imeyut mesto pozornie
fakty provavlenia feodalnobaiskikh perezhitkov, kak dvoezhenstvo,
shenitba ne nesovershennoletnikh. .. neobkhodime: bolee reshitelno
vesti borvu s proyavleniami feodalno-baiskikh perezhitkov v
otnoshenii 1 zhensnchinam, privlekaya k surovoy otvetstvennosti tekh
kto prinizhajyot chest 1 dostoinstvo sovetskikh zhenshchin.
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PRAVDA's account of the Kazakh Party Congress (21 Decewber, not broadcast) is largely
factual and restrained. Among the observations made by the paper is that the
vRepublic is still slow" in finding a solution of the chief agricultural problems.
The grain yield in many areas is still inadequate and cattle productivity is un-
sutisfactory. The paper also refers tc Central Committee Secretary Omarov as the
former secretary who "hindered the exposure of bourgeois nationalists" (meshal
razoblacheniu burzhuaznikh natsionalistov.)

Some of the salient points highlighted at *he Party Congress are discussed by
KAZAKHSTANSKAYA PRAVDA on 28 December. In an obvious reference to what Shayakhmetov
styled covert activities on the part of the Kazakh nationalists, the paper says that:

The nature of these perversions and errors is that certain historians
propagated bourgeois nationalism in the history of Kazakhstan under
the guise of national culture.

Russian version:

Sushchestvo etikh izvrashcheniy i oshibok sostoit v tom, chto nekotoraya
chast istorikov pod vidom natsionalnoy kultury propagandirovala
bourzhuazniy natsionalism v istorii Kazakhstana.

That much damage has already been done LY the nationalists, particularly to the youth,
ig admitted by the editorial. Cited also are the measures now being taken to combat
their influence:

The subversive activities of the bourgeois nationalists onave been
designed to weaken the ties of friendship among the nations in our
country and have caused more than a little harm to the Communist
education of the youth.

The Academy of Sciences is at present reviewing and revaluating the
trends which took place in Kazakhstan during the 18th and 19th centuries.
The textbooks on Kazakh literature and language are being reprocesced.

Russian version:

Podryvnaya rabota burzhusznikh natsionalistov byla napravienu na oslablenie
druzhby narodov nashei strany i manesla nemaliy vred komunisticheskomu
vospitaniu molodezhi;

Akademia nauk seychas izuchayet i peresmatrivayet otsenku dvizheniy
imevshikh mesto v Kazakhstane v 18-om i 19-om stoletiakh. Zun<vo
pererabatyvayutsia uchebniki po kezakhskoy literature i yacyku.

Less informative items on ideological affairs are Lroadcast from a variety of sources,
and the subject is treated in conventional terms. TFollowing are scme of them in
chronological order:

18 December: Some Rayon Party and Komscmol organizations have nct yet hecome aware
of the importance of the ideological role of education. This applies
in the rirst place to Murovano-Kurylovetsky, Pliskcvsky, Pogrebish-
chensky and other rayons. (VINNITSKA PRAVDA)

21 December: In schools and institutes, young people are still using textbooks
in which a number of events in the history of Osetia are incorrectly
presented. (from Dzaudzhikeu, North Osetia)

22 December: A wrong attitude toward political lectures prevails, for example, in
the Ivanovsky Rayon Party Committee, Pinsk Oblagt...sericus short-
comings have also come to 1ight in the work of the Osipovichsky,
Bykhovsky and Postavsky district Purty Committeces. ... (_ZVYAZD!*X

24 December: Criticism of Belorussian literary works is often conducted without
taking into account the great experience of leading Russian

1iterature, and without showing the latter's profound influence upon
the development of national literatures. (ZVEZDA, Minsk)
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Zittle is being ione ¢ cope with the reaction of bourgeois science
iowl Ukrainicn bourgecis nationalists (among post' graduate university
avudents) . (SOTSIALISTICHNMA KHARKIVSHCHINA) P ‘

29 Tecember: The plenary sesslon of the Stalino Oblast Party Committee;passed al |
rumber of decisions designed to.improve the ideglogical work of the
Ollast Farty organizations. (Kiev in Ukrainian)! Lo :
| |

PLRTY ACTIVITIES

Paliticai Stulies: Evidence that scademic progress in the Party| school network is:
Something 1ess thon satisfactory is provided by & number of regional sourcés.
Charscteristically, there is no reference to the possible lack of enthusiasm on the
part of the students. The major guilt 13 familiarly attributed\to the Party

organizuaticns concerned and the teachers whose me thods of instrgction are. said to

lack inspiretion. PRAVDA {18 December) points 1o the unsatisfagtory instruction in the
fundamentals of Marxism-Leninism, political economy and philosophy and cites two
reasons for that deficiency--the Low theoretical standar. of legtures and seminars

and the "iry and formalistic™ method of teaching. POKOVOKAYA PRAVDA (18 December)
speaks of the "dislocation of studies" ir a number o rayons rerently brought to

l1ght at the Komsomol conferences. The new school year, it is piaimed, is off o a
bad star because Komszomol influence among the youth, particularly in the-sural areas,
is insignificant. Some collective farms, in fact. have nc Komspmols at all and the
young farmers are therefore deprived cf the Lenefits of political education. The only
way to remedy the situation, accorcting to the paper, is "to rebhild fundamentally"

the leadership of the primary organizations. |

That independent studies of Party history in Stalingrad Town anh Oblasgt are a failure
is adwitted by STALINGRADSKAY PRAVDA (21 December): "many dtal@ngrad Communists. ..
nominally engoged in independent studies of Party history...in fact do not sit down
to their books." The propagandists themselves, whese duty it iF to conduct seminars
an. aid the independent students, are poorly equipped for theirvtasks. The daily press,
on ihe other hand, .oesn't "expose and censure' the shortcomings in the Party :
educzational work. KRASNY SEVER (26 December) belabors "certain {Party organs" which
1imit their activities to "defining what work zhall be done" but do not bother to:
Took into ‘he actucl performance. This, the paper claims, iz particularly true of !
Communist training in the Party schools where nttendance is not even supervised. 4s
for educaticnzl progress in general, the editorial bLelieves that only strict measures
would solve *hes protlem: 'make those not wishing to study givéja striet account of
themselves." ' ! :

Lax Party supervision over socialist competition and the apathetic attitude toward
eriticism and self-criticism are diccussed along familiar lines in a few 'scattered
reports. KGISOMOLSKAYA PRAVDA (26 December), for example, cautions certain unnamed
Komsomol leaders against "raising their voices of commund instead of trying to persuade
and influence people." Criticism and self-critiecism, says the |paper, is the best:
method of combating overadministraticn," and {irm administraticn "is no:sign of
strength." VELIKOLUSKAYA FRAVDA (23 December) inveighs againstthe attempts of un-
named Party officials to hush up criticism of their work, and the lack of criticism
and self-criticism noted at the so-called report and election meetings now being
held throughout the oblast.

AGRICULTURE ‘

PRAVDA's traditional year-end reviews of economic and politica}‘achieveménts are
reserved for the last three issues of December and are familiarly optimistic. The
references to shortcomings aprearing in the preceding issues a#g somewhat milder in
tone than usual. In agriculture, the general editorial line is. that the year's
achievements are as great as expected--except in tractor repairs. The collection and
delivery of grain to the State are said to have been completed‘ahead of ' schedule,

and socialist competition among agricultural workers and machine operators is "in:

full swing." Information on the progress of the livestock ind¢stry, a target of
frequent editorial criticism, is fragmentary and comes from scattered -regional sources.

The targets for the overhaul of machinery, says PRAVDA on 22 December, have 1ot been
reached in a number of areas, and in some places the situation{is bad enoigh t7
warrant concentrateca attention. The Tambov, Crimean and Astrakhan Oblasts and .
Altei Krai are narmed as the oritical areas. They are said to be backward in regord

CONFIDENTIAL i f 
BORFEATIY

Approved For Release 2003/10/01 : CIA-RDF’$O-0080

i

000500740018-8
| : 'L




Approved For Release 2(193{{10{/101} 59’&-@%%@%0740018-8

1o Loth guantity omd quality of repairs. Ay A rescit of ingulficient contrel aver the
repair work “a mumber of englnec n2d o te overhuslad for the gecond time."  According
to ZARYA (19 Decemorr), the lack of skilled treteor and comuine operators accounis’

for the freguent idleness of trastors in bnepropeirovsy onlasi, The tr?ining of
cperators is-sald {o ve extremely wngasicCactary and the )ack of skiil in handl}ng

the machinery ragulis in frequeny breakdosny. ULIAICTSEAYA ¥RAVEA (18 lensmber) says
that one way to improve the tractor-vepair sit:nuion is Lo adopy the m:liiple or

gecticn-work method (uzlovoy metodeliterslly

1y, ihe pnot zethod). Another, is simply
o "fight agsinat {udle workers and shirrecs.’

A note of alers 18 scunded by GRUDNENSAAYA PRAVDA (2] December) #hich admits Lhe
failure of the iractor-repair plan for tbe fourtn gusrter of the year: "morpe ihen
50% of the pachine-tractor statlons heve not yei ccnpleted the repair of even ene
tvactor.” RBARCCHIY PUT {27 December) cuaracterizes the work of 8 muwpter of machine-
tractor stutieons Ln the oblagt as “drifiing" ens planlezs. Lant year's mistakes 1%
says, are being repeuied ond Lhe repeir werk for wle pre-spring pericd is already
delayed at Znamensky, Yavtsevo, Mrnastyreucblensky, Giirkoveky, Yelyushinsky end 2
rurmber of other machine-tractor staticns,

The extent of poar treatment of cailtle In B wvoribivsk
SOVETSKAYA STUIR'S reference to the suige

iagt may be inferred from

1 on 19 Pecamicer:  “Such anti-Siste
practices have endungered the suceessiul full ment of the plan (or the developmenty
of steckbrecding.® In the addition to the losres resulting [roe tad care, the psper
corplaing, meny anlmale, particularly in Kargutsky Tayon, v een killed and 80ld”
which 18 @ Verude vielation® {gruboye nsrughenie} -0 the ¥olidis code.  Some kolkhos
chairmen, it i asuerted, tuke it tpon themsciver 17 iepod

e of sattle {rop conelder-
ationg of loonl consumpiion needs. This, the puper diresses, is againat the loaw:

e with

It i time 1% was understood thst *his is
perrission of the rayon Pariy Evecutive ¢onm

the
.
Imewledsa of the kalkhed menbters as a wiole.

t
tve end withes

e

HARGCHIY PUT (2 December) says that many steok farme "have teen caught unawares" by
the winter scason in Karweovely, Kreasningky, Guliieway, tedcchsovsly, Znwensky,
Dikhovshehinsiy, Vveasra and Baturinsky Rayens. Winter housiyy facilities for the
cattle in these reyons are snild o Le inadequnte wnd the fodder Sisstritation un-
satisfactory.

Flax-pro rozing and delivery iz snother item o3
‘geen erom the guotntiona listed below, the Tl
lack of mechomisalion sand slow deliverles.

ning sone reglonal attention.,  As
Infastrey appeirs %o be hansiring by

PSKOVSKAYA PRAVDA, 19 December: The procesaing and delivary of flix In the obtlast

) are carried ot extremely sliwly.  The Lysdsky,
Gdov, Xaramyohove snd Strugo-Yensnensky Rayona have
fulfilled the Stite flax-delivery plsn by less. than
124,

VELIKCLUKSXAYA PRAVTA, 19 December: Kholmsky, Fodrerezinsky and Kudeversky Rayons

" nave net £ulfillcd even & quarter of the Tlax- |

delivery plans.

VELIKOLUKSKAYA PRAVDA, 20 Decexber:i’ ., .our

dnliverles
mechives o

SOVETSKAYA RODINA, 21 Decomber:

? The cblasy agricultural administrution does not
devote sufficient attentlen to...mechanigation of
flaxy-procepsing, .

The "easentinl shorieomings® in the educetion o kolkhoz personnel are discussed by
RADYANSKA UERAINE (20 December). In sowe oblastg, il appears, the membership of the
aral sehools is Par relow the planned {ipgure, and in others the mamver of schools 1s
insufficlent. In Jumy Oblawt, Tor excrple, only 76.A% of the expected students are
attending schools, and the attendance 1la said to be even luwer in. Chernigov, Rovno,

Drogobyeh and Volbyn Oblasta., In Mlynovsky Rayon of Vorosailovgrad Oblast, on the
other hand, sgricultural courses have been opened ut only one kolkhoz.
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INDUSTRY

The drive for lecs production waate and lovwer cosis predominates the meager regionzl
ontput on Industicry. STALINGRADSKAYA PRAVDA (19 December) vrges the extension of the
pudgeting or cost sceounting method to the inlividaal pradztion urigades:

Busic quotas for the use of power, fuel, uaw matericle and equipment

met be established to determine the Wudgeting norma as well os
variouz production quotas for ihe difrerent goois which are processed.

Discuseing the Yconsiderable loszses (or the Staie" inecurred by the Ministry for
Housing Constructicn in the past year, RADYANSKE UKBALIA (19 Decemter) elaims that
only "a system for the economic uge™ of building materials would keep losses down Lo
a wintmum, SOVIETAGAR HWAYASDAN (25 December) cpeuks of a number of unnamed
constructicn siics which "systematieally fail® o 50111 *helr nomms because of pror
lebor orgenization and irept wtilization of machinery. Peor preducticn gual ty,
particularly in the cooperative enterprises. is the object of eriticism by SOVIETSKAYA
STRIR on 27 Decerher. The "inadmisgitle! nepgligent attituce toward the consumers’
reeds i3 cited in the case of a new 24 which ecllapzet within a week alter it was
sold., Despitc the fact that this mghocking” affair was reperted 10 the rayon newe-
paper and the appropriate agthorities, the custener -t no redress and the "oungrlers
remained urpunished." The losseg sustained by the civiiion ecnstruction enterprisen
in Rostov Oslost, according to MOLOT (21 December), are atiributable to the in-
sufficient number of stakhanovites in production.

A repert, frem Tashvent (30 Decenboer) 3irezses the nesd for saving raw materials and
lowering production costa by the Uzbok conzumers® industry, nnd a dispatch from
Stalingrad (3C Decerber) criticizes the "inattentive and sometimes rude™ attisude
towards consumers in gencral: “acme Joods de nobt reach the consumere and are
squandered ot the warehouses." It iz not accidental, anys the report, that hurireds
of thoucands of ribles® worth of unneeded gocds are piled up at some workers' supply
departments while cthers experience shortages of eseewtial commoditles.

VELIKOLUKSKAYA TRAVDA (28 Docember) Lints that the poor showing of the lumber industry
may have something to deo with the living conditions of the lumberjacks. The poper
makes only inferential reference to production por se by saying that no good pro-
duction vesuiis can be expocted unless the humberjackes are well housed and well fed.
Some ~; uwae workerz! most elemwentary needs, It is claimed, are neglected by the

of ficials in chx of their welfare. As a Tesult, "the workers' hestels...are cold
and dirty” axd © most essential roods are unavailable" in the workers' canteens.
The catering crganizations in many lumbering enterprises, the paper admits, have not
even made any crrangement "to provide a hot meal" daily for the lumberjacks. A
general idea of the lumber workers' "home life" may be inferred from what the
oditorial admits 28 intolerable: "people responsidle for them...should see to it...

that after hiz working day a lumber jack can dry his clothes and footwear and rest
comfortably." ) :

MISCELLANEQUS

Administrative Red Tape: FPSKOVSKAYA PRAVDA (27 December) discusses the ublast and
rayon civil servents and says that many of them ire rindifferent to everything that

is new and progreasive, indifferent to red taps . "Heartless reception" of visitors,
the paper complains, is still common occurrence in the oblasi and town health

services as well as in the Oblast Department of Agriculture. Thig, "disgraces the
Soviet apparatus" in the eyes of the Soviet people who condemn formalism, and red tape

and buresucracy and who want to see in each Soviet employee "o representative of
suthority.”

Population Increase: Discussing Soviet economic and cultural progress since 1940
(12 Decembcr;, Prosident of the USSR Chamber of Commerce Nesterov says that the
mortality reie in the Soviet Unlon has been cut in hulf since that year while child
mortallty registered an even bigger drop. "The net annunl incresse of the population
exceeds the 1940 figures and comprises more than 3,000,C00 people.”
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